The origins of the famous canon of ten Attic orators have long been the subject of controversy.
This has of late subsided into a general recognition that no final decision is possible between the three chief claimants -the scholars of 3rd century Alexandria, (Berlin, 1888) . All agree that the canon is unknown to Cicero, but their views have not met with the acceptance they merit, while Brzoska's thesis has enjoyed an extraordinary vogue, nor do they adduce the strong evidence from Cicero's Brutus which I cite below.
3) Accepted in Christ-Schmidt, Geschichte der Griechischen Literatur II, 28 n. 4, 29 n. i.
4) See the full evidence in M. H. E. Meier, Comm. Andoc. IV, an early (1838) but still valuable study of the subject. and the total evidence of Quintilian almost suffices to carry us forward to the end of the first century A.D. Since, as we shall see, Quintilian must have been interested in any canon of Caecilius, and yet ignores it at the point where it would be most relevant to his purpose, we may be forced to suspect the evidence of Suidas.
First, we should be clear as to the use of the term "canon". It has no value, and indeed is positive lymisleading, unless the list so designated had both authority and permanence i) . A list which fluctuates as to number and composition through the ages is not a "canon" -indeed it is not even a list, but a series of lists. This may seem obvious, but it has been ignored by Radermacher 2), Stuart Jones 3), and others.
Neither library-catalogues (the 1tLVOCXe:e; of Callimachus, the "indices" of Cic. Hoyt. fr. 13 and Quint. Inst. 0rat, x. 1. 57), nor reading-lists are in themselves evidence for "canons". We mean by "canons", if we mean anything at all, that when someone referred e. g. to the Ten Orators, all educated people knew who were meant, and that they were the best, or the only, 2) Rh. Mus. 57 (1902) , 141, where he appears to argue for an Alexandrian canon which any scholar could adjust at will.
3) As I interpret his remarks in Ancient Writers on Greek Sculptuye (London, 1895), XX.
